















































































































































































































































































cities, postal workers participated  in  events  leading up  to  January  25th. And 
throughout  Canada,  Public  Service  Alliance  offices,  CUPE  offices  and  labour 

























































I  haven't  felt  that  way  for  years,  not  since  the  Radio  Shack  strike,  when 































shelved,	 even	 though	 $54	 million	 had	 been	 spent	 digging	 the	
Eglinton	 tunnel,	 and	another	$42	million	had	 to	be	 spent	 filling	 in	
the	hole	(Small	1995),	a	cut	of	$200	million.	
 The	 planned	 Jumpstart	 youth	 employment	 program	 was	 killed	
before	it	started,	a	cut	of	$60	million.	
 $8	million	was	 cut	 from	 the	Employment	Equity	 Commission,	 $10	
million	 from	 the	 Advocacy	 Commission	 and	 $16	million	 from	 the	
Workplace	Innovation	and	Demonstration	project.	
 The	 Royal	 Commission	 on	 the	Workers	 Compensation	 Board	 was	
scrapped.	
 Pay	equity	funding	was	capped	at	$500	million	annually.	

















































































































































































































Workers  streamed  out  of  the  hospitals  on University  Avenue,  they 
came by  the  thousands out of government offices at Queen’s Park, 
clerical  and  administrative  workers  crossed  the  road  from  the 
University of Toronto. The Labour Council of Metro Toronto bucked 
the  trend  so  common  today  in other  labour bodies. Because of  the 




up  for  their  rights, and  the  rights of every oppressed and exploited 




























































































































In  the course of our work, we’ve had dealings with  local  leadership and with 


























































































































































































































This	 article	 is	 an	 edited	 version	 of	 “Workers	 versus	 Austerity:	 Lessons	
from	 Canada’s	 ‘Days	 of	 Action’,	 1995‐1998”,	 presented	 to	 the	 Annual	
meetings	 of	 the	 British	 Sociological	 Association,	 (Work,	 Economy	 and	
Society	stream),	April	6‐9	2011,	London	School	of	Economics,	London,	U.K.	
The	 preparation	 and	 presentation	 of	 this	 research	 was	 facilitated	 by	 a	
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